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‘Princess, he said eventually. T'd like you then to promise me
something.’

‘What is it you ask, AxI?

‘Should Querig really die and the mist begin to clear. Should
memories return, and among them of times I disappointed you.
Promise, princess, you'll not forget what you feel in your heart for me
at this moment. '
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Z2 &9 &b, (Promise to keep what you feel for me this moment always in

your heart, no matter what you see once the mist's gone. p.280) |
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For in this community the past was rarely discussed. I do not mean
that it was taboo. I mean that it had somehow faded into a mist as

dense as that which hung over the marshes. It simply did not occur to
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those villagers to think about the past—even the recent one. (p.7)
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If it's a couple such as you speak of, who claim their bond is so strong,
then I must ask themto put their most cherished memories before me.
(pA47)
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But she went on speaking, about how this land had become cursed
with a mist of forgetfulness,.... And then she asked me: “How will
you and your husband prove your love for each other when you can't
remember the past you've shared?” (p.48)
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‘Father Jonus, can this be true? Beatrice asked. “The mist is the
work of this she-dragon?

The monk,...turned to Beatrice.... It's Querig’s breath which fills this
land and robs us of memories. (p.168)
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‘Axl. T thought maybe you'd left me again.... I don’t know if it's
a thing dreamt or remembered.... I think I was standing that way
because you'd gone and left me, Axl.... You'd left me that night, Axl
And our precious son too. He'd left a day or two before, saying he'd no
wish to be at home when you returned. So it was just me alone, in our
former chamber, the dead of night. (p.247)
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‘Will a chance like this ever come our way again? Think on itl We
stumble to this spot so near Querig's lair. And these children offer a
poisonous goat by which even the two of us, old and weak though we
are, might bring down the she-dragon! Think on it, Axll If Querig falls,
the mist will fast begin to clear.” (p.279)
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It was just foolishness and pride. And whatever else lurks in the
depths of a man’s heart. Perhaps it was a craving to punish, sir. I
spoke and acted forgiveness, yet kept locked through long years some
small chamber in my heart that yearned for vengeance. (p.340)
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‘Are you glad of the mist’s fading?

‘It may bring horrors to this land. Yet for us it fades just in time.

‘T was wondering, princess. Could it be our love would never have
grown so strong down the years had the mist not robbed us the way
it did? Perhaps it allowed old wounds to heal’

‘What does it matter now, Ax1?" (pp.344-5)
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‘The mist hangs heavily across my past,...Yet lately I find myself
reminded of some task, and one of gravity, with which I was once
entrusted.... Your presence, and your talk of Arthur, stirs long-faded
thoughts, Sir Gawain. (p.196)
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‘Here, Axl, take my hand and help me keep my courage. For I'm
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thinking now I'm the one to fear most the mist’s clearing, not you. I
stood beside those stones just now and it came to me there were dark
things I did to you once, husband.” (p.307)
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I think now it's no single thing changed my heart, but it was gradually
won back by the years shared between us. That may be all it was,
boatman. A wound that healed slowly, but heal it did.... I suppose
there's some would hear my words and think our love flawed and
broken. But God will know the slow tread of an old couple’s love for

each other, and understand how black shadows make part of its whole.
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(pp.340-341)
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‘For when we met this morning, my heart leapt for joy. And yet
before long..” He went on looking at Axl silently, his eyes almost
dreamlike. Then his face darkened, and rising to his feet again, the
warrior turned away. (p.118)
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So, sir, isn't it a strange thing when a man calls another brother who only
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They've reached this, their sanctuary, only after long torment,
death chasing at their heels. And now comes an invading army of
overwhelming size. The fort may hold several days, perhaps even
a week or two. But they know in the end they will face their own
slaughter.... They know this is to come, and so must cherish the earlier
days of the siege, when the enemy first pay the price for what they
will later on. In other words, Master Ax], it's vengeance to be relished
i advance by those not able to take it in its proper place. (pp.154-155)
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Is your Christian god one to be bribed so easily with self-inflicted pain
and a few prayers? Does he car so little for justice left undone?... What
use is a god with boundless mercy, sir? You mock me as a pagan, yet
the gods of my ancestors pronounce clearly their ways and punish
severely when we break their laws. (p.165)

HIRTHTF VA PEEOMIFEAGITACH 0 O—F 5 TRHEICEN S 5%
OTTH, MEINZETFTORERDI LR EEITLLWhoTT A, —ER
DEERDOM R ERADKRICTODTT A, Ha-FAERAGEL H I T 528,
Hr oM 2 3EAAIOR L, Z0RICHEW2EEZEL ST 28TL 7%,

FLTCZ) ZTDEGINIIEDS W&, T4 AF FT RN VIZEED #
. 7 b AETICR L THEEZFEELREITA L) ICEEmW I THR S
50

It was Britons under Arthur slaughtered our kind. It was Britons took
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your mother and mine. We've a duty to hate every man, woman and
child of their blood. So promise me this. Should I fall before I pass to
you my skills, promise me you'll tend well this hatred in your heart.
And should it ever flicker or threaten to die, shield it with care till the
flame takes hold again. Will you promise me this, Master Edwin? (p.264)
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‘A dark man he(Merlin) may have been, but in this he did God’'s will,
not only Arthur's. Without this she-dragon’s breath, would peace ever
have come? Look how we live now, sir! Old foes as cousins, village
by village. Master Wistan, you fall silent before this sight....Yes, we
slaughtered plenty, I admit it, caring not who was strong and who
weak. God may not have smiled at us, but we cleansed the land of
war.

‘What kind of god is it, sir, wishes wrongs to go forgotten and

unpunished?’
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‘Yet it's long past and the bones lie sheltered beneath a pleasant
green carpet. The young know nothing of them. I beg you leave this
place, and let Querig do her work a while longer. Another season or
two, that's the most she'll last. Yet even that may be long enough for
old wounds to heal for ever, and eternal peace to hold among us.

‘Foolishness, sir. How can old wounds heal while maggots linger so
richly? Or a peace hold for ever built on slaughter and a magician’s
trickery? I see how devoutly you wish it,... Yet they await in the soil
as white bones for men to uncover.” (pp.311-312)
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That no forgiveness awaits us at the end of this path. That we must
uncover what's been hidden and face the past. (p.166)
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And now I sit here, shaking not from weariness, but at the very
thought of what my own hands have done. I must soon steel my heart
or be a frail warrior for my king in what's to come.... It's justice and
vengeance await,...And they’ll soon hurry this way, for both are much
delayed.... My king sent me to destroy this she-dragon not simply
to build a monument to kin slain long ago. You begin to see, sir, this
dragon died to make ready the way for the coming conquest.... The
glant, once well buried, now stirs. (pp.322-324)
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Tm comforted at least, sir, to find you take no delight in these horrors
you paint.

Td take delight if T could, Master Axl, for it'll be vengeance justly
served. Yet I'm Enfeebled by my years among you, and try as I will, a
part of me turns from the flames of hatred.” (p.324)
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‘Master Axl, the warrior said, ‘Could you be that gentle Briton from
my boyhood who once moved like a wise prince through our village,
making men dream of ways to keep innocents beyond the reach of
war?

“This man you remember, Master Wistan. Is he one of whom you
would seek vengeance? Your swords still drips. If it's vengeance you
crave, it's a thing easily found,...

“That man was one I once adored from afar, and it's true there were
times later I wished him cruelly punished for his part in the betrayal.
Yet I see today he may have acted with no cunning, wishing well for
his own kin and ours alike. If I met him again, sir, I'd bid him go in
peace,...” (p.319-320)
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There was no sign of Wistan. It was just the old couple here, but
Edwin felt comforted by their presence. They were standing before
him, gazing at him with concern, and the sight of the kindly Mistress
Beatrice made him feel suddenly close to tears.... a promise made
to the warrior; a duty to hate all Britons. But surely Wistan had not
meant to include this gentle couple.
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He wades on past me, not glancing back. Wait for me on the shore,

friend, I say quietly, but he does not hear and he wades on. (p.345)
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Notes:

1. Ishiguro, Kazuo. The Buried Giant (Faber & Faber, London,2015), p.280. 72 BARLH ®
FHIHEZOMIZE 50D TH 5,

2KHOMRIE e b nzEAN] LRIEHREZZI2SETHW 2,

3. It sounds very admirable that somebody should be so dedicated that they spend 10
years- 1 have never spent 10 years writing a novel. It is because I do other things,
and probably the longest between books is 5 years for me. It is not loneliness that is
the problem. These days writers are required to become very public figures, and so
part of the reason I have such long gaps between my books is that often I publish a
book and then I spend about 2 years going around the world talking about it, taking
part in conferences or getting involved with movie adaptations. Some of which really
get made, many that don't. I spent a lot of my time like a kind of businessman, going
into meeting about casting or film funding, or theatre adaptations.
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As T've got older, I think I've wanted to apply that same question about people
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remembering their pasts, and wondering, is it best just to forget the past? Or do I
have to confront it? I've applied that question to countries-how does a nation decide
what is best to forget about the dark past? Sometimes, a country has to forget in
order to move forward, in order to stay together, in order to stop the community
fracturing into civil war, or into factions. And we can see, all over the world,
situations where countries are in constant civil war, or in cycles of violence, because
they can't forget what happened. So, sometimes, forgetting is necessary, but, on
the other hand, can you really build a stable, democratic society, when you haven't
addressed great horrors and injustices that have occurred. So I think this one of the
--it seems to me countries have the same question that individuals do, who have
come through difficult periods. You know, when is it better to forget? And when do
you have to remember? So, these themes have really preoccupied me from the start
till the present. (NHK WORLD-JAPAN NEWS, December 9, 2017))

FICREEE V) F—TICH L TA v 2 —TUTO L) IZGE-> T b,

I was using memory as a technical device. Around the time of when I was writing
The Remains of the Day and The Unconsoled [1995], I was fascinated intrinsically
by memory. I just wanted to enter a world of memory. It gave me a thrill, to be in
this kind of mode when a narrator would say he or she couldn't quite remember.
When I was younger it was easier to point to the terrain of memory. There was
less of it, there were fewer places that qualify as memory. But as you get older, the
whole thing becomes more complex and you start to do strange sums sometimes.
You surprise yourself when you learn that the distance between when you were at
university and when you were five is less than fifteen years.(Gross, Sebastian, the new
seriousness: Kazuo Ishiguro in conversation with Sebastian Groes, Kazuo Ishiguro new
critical visions of the novels, Red Globe Press, 2011, p.258.)
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PHOWRANELEA T ZENDH D EF. BRHEZIY bu—L§52L128-T, 1#
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11L& MR [Vision or Nightmare] ## %5 KM R FEAL L 55 415, 20054
3H

12Ishiguro asserts that his writing reaches out to ‘express meaning that can't usually
be expressed through normal language. Sim, Wai-chew, Kazuo Ishiguro (London &
New York: Routledge, 2010), p.107.
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We live today in a time of growing tribal enmities, of communities fracturing into
bitterly opposed groups. Like literature, my own field, the Nobel Prize is an idea that,
in times like these, helps us to think beyond our dividing walls, that reminds us of
what we must struggle for together as human beings.

(Kazuo Ishiguro's speech at the Nobel Banquet, 10 December 2017)
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